
Last April, after the Elections in the 

Community for the Brothers, we were 

given a new Vicar for the Americas.  

Br John Michael Paul comes back to 

America, as he is originally from Cali-

fornia.   

Shown here are: 

Fr. John Michael Paul, Father Louis, 

Prior of Monterrey Priory, and the 

Bishop of Monterrey, Mexico 

Meet Fr. John Michael Paul, new Vicar for the Americas 
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¶ Contemplative 

Sisters in 

Princeville 

offer new  

Music CD for 

$20. All pro-

ceeds to help 

them with 

repairs. See 

Community 

website for 

details. 

 

Brothers in Princeville Launch Marian Faith Network! 

This  new site, created by Father Nathan, exists to help young people who want to make and live out 
the total consecration to Jesus through Mary of St. Louis De Montfort to the fullest extent possible. 
Totus Tuus! 

The site has three basic parts, indicating how you can make the consecration for the first time, renew 
it, and live it out with other young people from around the world. 

The purpose of this website is to  give you the best resources possible to help you become the Saints 
of the third millennium that Pope John Paul II so often called us to be. You will find several series of 
video and audio presentations given by Father Nathan on Marian Consecration. Each series under 
ñformation materialsò corresponds to one 33-day preparation period. Watch one of these video series 
per year as you make or renew your consecration, and download the mp3 files for you ipod or friends! 
In our ñGoing Deeperò section, you will find additional video series to help you dive deeper into your 
consecration. 

Finally, you will find some excellent books and other materials from the Community of St. John, and 
the chance to join our online forum. By registering as a member of the MFN, you can participate in 
this forum, receive a free monthly e-letter in your inbox, and stay abreast of great youth and young 
adult activities when available. 

 www.marianfaithnetwork.com 

The Community of St. John  

    ñLetter to Our Friendsò 

http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=16&Itemid=29
http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=36&Itemid=46
http://www.totus2us.com/
http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=22&Itemid=37
http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=23&Itemid=38
http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=23&Itemid=38
http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=24&Itemid=39
http://www.communityofstjohn.com
http://marianfaithnetwork.com/index.php?option=com_user&view=register


Laredo Brothers News: 

Greetings friends in Christ from sunny South Texas. Advent is fast 

approaching....my, my, the year has just spun by, hasn`t it!  This Advent we here 

in the Laredo priory, have a very special prayer intention...peace in Nuevo 

Laredo, along the border and in Mexico. Reports from our oblates in N. Laredo 

tell us of daily gun battles in the streets. They need our help and support. Every 

Thursday, (starting Thursday the 2nd of December) we will be having a rosary for 

peace, open to all, at 6:30pm followed by 

Holy Hour.  

Here in Laredo the beautiful and the ugly 

live side by side. We have beautiful 

oblates and friends who love us 

unconditionally, our Retreat Center is 

flourishing with many spirit filled retreats, 

many signs of God`s providential care and the power of His Spirit 

working through broken instruments. And yet at our doorstep is one of 

the biggest alleyways of immigration to the US, men and women who 

seeking a better life risk their lives crossing the border and probably 

even sadder still, cities like Nuevo Laredo, Juarez, etc number among the most dangerous and bloody cities 

on the planet because of the feuding and expanding drug cartels.. In both these cases we feel so powerless. 

We feel called, like our Sisters of Saint John, to hold this tension, bring it to the Lord and pray. To pray with all 

our hearts for peace.  

In the last 12 months, four new brothers have settled in Laredo. Last January brother Malachi came to us 

from Princeville. Late August two new brothers touched down, Brother 

Estaban, who came in from Rimont and Father Salvador from studies 

in Rome. It's been wonderful welcoming these new brothers.  Their 

various backgrounds, personalities, and gifts have opened a new 

richness and direction to the priory. All kinds of languages can be 

heard (no bad language mind you!) within the walls of this house...but 

we plan to limit that very soon, right now French is more often than not 

spoken, but our plan is from Christmas onwards that it only be in 

English or Spanish. Finally in a few days brother Gabrial Maria will be 

our newest member. Driving cross-country, leaving Princeville and the 

cold for palm trees, sunshine and tortillas! We will then be seven 

brothers here. Brother Joachim got delayed coming back to Laredo from Denver, where he spent a few 

months working, when he damaged, very severely, ligaments in his knee. He was operated upon very 

successfully and now has weeks and weeks of rehabilitation ahead of him. We pray his recovery may be swift 

and thorough.  

Never forget that as oblates and friends the door of this priory is always open to you. Whether it be to simply 

visit us and get some warmer air in your lungs, maybe do a retreat or other spiritual activity, whatever your 

motivation to come see us, you are more than welcome, "Mi Casa es tu casa" as they proudly and lovingly 

say down here. We pray your Advent will be a time of renewal, conversion, deep peace...thank you for your 

constant support and prayers.  

Your brothers in Laredo. 
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Fr John Jesus at Buda Family Retreat 

Br. Leopold (Monterrey Priory) at the 

Buda Retreat 

Fr Michael Therese during the Eucharistic procession  
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Laredo Sisters News: 
Dear Friends, 

Feliz Navidad ! Merry Christmas from the Contemplative 
Sisters in South Texas! We greet you with great joy in our 
hearts at the coming of our newborn Savior, and we hope 
that you will join us in our prayer of thanksgiving for a 
truly blessed year gone by. This year has been a year of 
ñfirstsò for the Sisters in Laredo: In June, we celebrated 
the first perpetual professions to take place here, and in 
October we rejoiced as four of our young Sisters received 
the habit. 

On the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart two of our Sisters made their perpetual professions. The 
morning of June 11, Sr. Jean Marthe (USA) and Sr. Cruz Maria (Mexico) made vows of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience, unto death, in the hands of Sr. Veronique Thérèse, delegate from Saint Jo-
dard. The Mass of Profession was celebrated in-cloister, in the Sistersô chapel here. We were espe-
cially blessed to have our Sisters from Mexico City, Monterrey, Saltillo, and Quebec join us for this 
intimate and momentous occasion. In addition, Brothers from Princeville, Monterrey, Saltillo, and 
across the street (our Laredo Brothers!) were present to share this blessed 
event with us. Six of our Brother-Priests concelebrated the Mass with Fr. John 
Jesus, Laredo prior, as the main celebrant. 

On Sunday, June 13, oblates, friends, and family members joined us for a 
beautiful Mass of Thanksgiving in the Brothersô chapel to thank God for the 
immense gift our two Sisters made, consecrating their entire lives to Him. 

More blessings followed several months later when the first Laredo-Sister in-
vestiture took place the evening of October 31. After First Vespers of All 
Saints Day, four American novicesð Sr. Magdalene Therese (Jessica 
Rinehart, Wisconsin); Sr. Marianna (Anne Langbeen, Michigan); Sr. Mary Pat-
rick (Tish Morone, NewYork); and Sr. Stephen (Stephanie Mader, Illinois)ð
received the habit and their new names at a ceremony in the Brothersô 
chapel. 

Like the Mass of Thanksgiving for the professions, we were glad to share the 
fall investitures with our beloved oblates, friends, and family members, who mean so much to us. 

Most days here in Laredo are actually quite simple, marked only by the workings of God in each of 
our souls. We continue our life of prayer, manual work, and study, placing all things in the Virgin 
Maryôs hands. 

It is true, though, that the professions and investitures of 
this past year have served to deepen our gratitude to God 
for our vocations, our Community of Sisters, our Brothers, 
our friends, family, and oblates. We are blessed more 
than we are worthy, and surely we are blessed more than 
we know! Thank you, dear friends, for all of your love and 
support. May Mary keep you close to her Immaculate 
Heart during these days of Christmas, uniting you forever 
to that humble Christ-Child, the Infant Jesus. 


