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On the Rosary:
An Interview with Father Marie Dominique Philippe, O.P.,
March 30,2003 (Rimont)

Father, the place the Church gives to the Rosary is surprising. Isn’t praying the Rosary a bit
outdated for our times?
The struggles today are getting stronger and stronger, and the most subtle are those related to
the intelligence. Nowadays, philosophy, which should be helping us tend towards God and should be
reminding us of our radical dependence on God, is instead focused completely on man and the
individual, and not the person. Such a philosophy leads to seeking immediate joys but not true
happiness—friendship between persons. Because of this, there is greater and greater animosity and
discord among men. All the current conflicts in the world show how much individualism has a strong
tendency to dominate. Mankind no longer hears the voice of reason. Only a Mother can save us now.
When there is a lot of tension in a family, the father can shout and say all that needs to be said,
but the children only listen to their mother. Mary, our Mother, awakens the Christian littleness within
us. She helps us discover that we have a Father, a Father who listens to His children and wants them
to be true children. We must therefore understand that from a supernatural viewpoint we are children
of God and God is the one who calls us and teaches us. He calls us as an infinitely tender and
merciful Father, but, in order to hear Him, we need the soul of a child. Even the Gospel calls for this
littleness. Jesus wants us to be children through faith. Faith makes each one of us a child of God, and
that is when we need a Mother more than ever. Mary must teach us to live our faith. With Mary, we
find again the heart of a child within us, and we can understand that she loves us tenderly and that she
is asking us to trust in her completely.
The Rosary is a very simple prayer, because when we love, we repeat the same words over and
over again! When we love, we don’t feel the need to stand out thanks to our intelligence. Our only
desire is that he or she whom we love be close to us, listening to us. And that is what the Rosary is.
We tell Mary that we know she loves us, that we know she is there, and we entrust to her all our pains
and sorrows. The Rosary has a wonderful aspect of simplicity.
Today a lot of people ask why we address our prayer to the Virgin Mary rather than directly to
God or Jesus.
Precisely because we are in an ultimate and extreme situation today. It is very interesting to see
that when things start to get tough, men go back to their mothers. They don’t admit it and they try to
hide it, but they go back to their elderly mother, to whom they can tell everything. When close to our
mother we become like a child again, in a good sense, meaning simple and true. We don’t prepare
extraordinary explanations for our mother. We become true again. And this is what the world today is
most lacking.
When we are close to Mary, we become a child again. And so we have only one thing to say to
her: that she is our Mother, that we love her above all things.
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When we are far from Jesus, when we haven’t been practicing our faith for quite some time,
we’re always a little afraid of Jesus; whereas, with a mother we become simple, we become like a
child again. We aren’t afraid to come back to the Virgin Mary, even when it has been a long time
since we’ve practiced our faith.
Is that why the Pope wants to remind us of the place of Rosary?
The Holy Father certainly foresaw that this year would be a terrible year [2003], that this war
would break out, and that it would be much worse than anyone thought. The Holy Father is a prophet
of God in the sense that he has special graces for understanding the gravity of the state of affairs of
the world today. And because of his illness, he is more and more united to God. We should listen to
his voice as a prophetic voice which is telling us what we should do. For God speaks through him.
Do you think that the fact that the Pope added the Luminous Mysteries to the traditional Rosary
has an important meaning for our times?
Undoubtedly, because the Holy Father knows very well that man wakes up when something
new occurs. Mankind has a hard time staying young at heart when nothing changes. In order to do
so, we would have to live in a deeply interior way, which unfortunately does not happen very often.
So these new mysteries show us and remind us how the Church is heading towards heaven and each
one of us must also be heading towards heaven. But this is done through a growth process because all
of these mysteries are mysteries of growth. On earth we are in a full process of growth, and all of
these mysteries remind us of the presence of God in this growth and becoming. These mysteries are
aimed at helping us discover the presence of God, through Mary. The presence of Christ is sweet for
the righteous, but the one whose conscience is not very clear and who has made a lot of mistakes no
longer dares to draw near to Jesus. Just like Adam, who after having sinned, turned his back on God
and no longer dared to turn back to Him; whereas, before he was totally turned towards God. We are
all a bit like this. We see God as an authority. Of course, He is Father, but when we have sinned, love
becomes distant, and we see nothing but authority and justice. A mother is beyond justice, because
she is all love. So she is the one we should go to. These new mysteries of the Rosary remind us that
the Rosary is for us, now. In the past, the Rosary was given in the face of a great danger for all of
Christendom, and once again we are currently faced with a very great danger. The Holy Father
consecrated this whole year to the Rosary because he knows that there is a danger near at hand, and
that we all need to come back to Mary, begging her to remain close to us, so that we might rediscover
our Christian faith in all its purity.
How can we pray the Rosary without getting bored of the repetition and without remaining
stuck in our worries and distractions?
When we love someone, we repeat the same thing over and over again. The Rosary should
always be prayed in a very simple way, as an exclamation of our love. And that is why we say the
same thing over and over again in the Rosary. Love does not like change. Love grows deeper yet
love is always the same. When we tell someone, “I love you,” over and over again, he or she might
get annoyed if we say it too much, but in the end, he or she is touched. But Mary is never irritated
when we tell her that we love her. Because love does not seek novelty. Love seeks to grow deeper in
order to touch Mary’s heart. And there we know that our prayer is heard.
Father, you are a very busy man. You have a lot of things to do, and your days are full of
activities like for most people today. What place do you give to the Rosary in your life?
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The Rosary brings about a unity to the day. It’s kind of like the knots in a rope which we grab
onto in order to hang tight in a difficult situation. When we are constantly busy all day long, it is hard
to get very far on the rope. We don’t have the time to say, “I have 15 minutes, I’ll pray my Rosary.”
But we can ask the Holy Spirit to teach us to pray the Rosary with Mary. So we pray a Hail Mary as
soon as we can.
Why does the Pope insist so much that families should pray the Rosary together often?
Because the Rosary will unite the family. A mother is the one who brings about the unity in a
family. A mother suffers a lot when she sees her children divided, or in opposition to each other. The
father suffers less, because he’s not as close. The mother is at the heart of the family. She is present
to each child and receives the secrets of each child. She knows that each one is right about a certain
point, and she can unite even those who are the most at odds. I think this is Mary’s grandeur, the fact
that she brings about the unity of the Church—and much more profoundly than we think. It is not
through our reasonings that we will bring about unity, because more and more people have their own
ideas and are always happy to have new ideas. And the more they seek new ideas, the more divisions
grow. Love, on the contrary, is source of a certain unity that can come about even beyond the
diversity of thoughts and opinions. Love goes much further; it touches the person. It is the heart of
Mary, the heart of our Mother, the heart of the one that Jesus gave us at the Cross, that will bring this
about. When Jesus’ heart stopped beating, Mary’s heart began beating for us. And we should always
remember this. She is there to remind us that Jesus gave everything right to the very end, that He
loved us “to the end” (Jn 13:1). He gave everything for us. And Mary is always there to unite us to
Jesus and to help us live the gift that He gave of himself at the Cross. He loved us so much that He
gave His life for us.
What would you say to young people today about the place of the Rosary in their lives—young
people who might not be very close to the Church or who might not know Jesus very well?
I would remind them that the love of their mother was their first love, and this first human love
should be transformed into a first divine love. Mary is the one who brings about unity between earth
and heaven. In the most divided families, the mother is the one who maintains unity; and, in the
Church, Mary is the one who brings about unity and maintains it.
Our world has never been as divided as it is today. It is divided because everyone goes their
own way and “pulls” from their side. So people don’t meet each other anymore. This brings to light
the necessity of surmounting all our ideas and opinions and coming back to our mother, because she is
the one whom we first loved and it was at her side that we began to love. And to come back to a
mother is also to come back to the heart of a child. This is how we are very close to Mary, even if we
haven’t discovered it yet, and Mary is very close to our heart. It is enough to believe that she is there,
that she is close to us, and that she desires only one thing: that we call out to her. She truly desires to
create a bond of love with us.
Nowadays many young people have experienced difficulties with their mother, because of
divided families or mothers who have to work and don’t have time to take care of their children. How
can we help them rediscover the place of the Virgin Mary in their lives?
First they need to discover that they suffer from this lack. They suffer from this because they
needed their mother. There is one Mother who makes up for the love of all other mothers, and that is
Mary, and that is why she is our Mother. Sin renders us selfish; it hinders us from loving; and the
consequences of sin extend right to suffocating even the heart of a mother. Due to the extreme
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selfishness rampant today, even mothers no longer listen to their children, and sometimes they even
don’t recognize them as their own children anymore.
There’s a wonderful passage of scripture when Abraham is obliged, because of Sarah, to send
away his servant who bore him Ishmael (cf. Gen 21:8-21). She heads off into the desert with a little
bit of water, but very quickly the ration of water is used up, and the child begins to cry. The child’s
cry pierces her heart, and so she draws away from him. As soon as she draws away, God Himself
hears the cry of the child. God certainly heard the child’s cry from the start, but while the mother was
still there He let her take care of him. As soon as the mother draws away, God Himself intervened.
This same thing happens for all these children, and we have to help young people understand it.
If their mother drew away from them, it’s not completely her own fault. It is also because of the whole
environment she was plunged in, to such a point that she didn’t know how to listen to their cry of
anguish. Let these young people say to themselves that Mary is now the one who listens to them and
that she is there very close to them. May they understand, therefore, this deep need to have a Mother,
and may they open their wound to the Virgin Mary. She will be there as their Mother, and even more
than their earthly mother. She will be there as the Mother of God for them.
A “Mother of all mothers” is needed to heal the wound from our mother, because this wound is
fundamental and will always remain fundamental. Psychology will not be enough to repair this
wound; it is too fundamental. In order to heal it, Mary must be given to us as a Mother by Jesus, at
the Cross. Jesus gave her to us at the Cross. While Jesus was still alive, He did not give Her to us—
since He Himself was there. But He gave her to us before He died so that the silence of His death
would enable us to discover that there is another heart that continues to beat for us—a maternal heart
that is present, always offered for us, so that we may love her heart.
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